BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

human beings, they were fundamentally peaceful and
settled, building organized villages close to each other.

Before the last two thousand five hundred years,
although Iran was near the centre of civilization, her record
lay wrapt in mystery. The first known king of the earliest
Persian dynasty was Keiomarz, the Zoroastrian Adam.
Some go so far as to say that he was Noah's grandson;
others, that he was a descendant of Shem. Sufficient that
his dynasty, the Pishdadians, the Law Givers, reigned for
more than seven centuries.

The tale began to crystallize with the reign of Jamshid,
the founder of Persepolis. Zohak warred against Jamshid,
lost, was chased to China and sawn the whole length of his
spine with the backbone of a fish. In legends he is shown
as a monster from whose shoulders depended snakes.
The Man of Ten Bad Qualities eventually seized his throne.
He, in turn, was deposed by a blacksmith who raised
Feridoun to power. Feridoun adopted the leathern apron
of his protector as the royal standard. Like Noah, who
divided- the earth between his sons Ham, Shem, and
Japheth, Feridoun portioned his huge kingdom among
three sons. The land from the Djihoun to the Euphrates,
the Indian Ocean, and the Caspian, he called Iran; perhaps
after his mother, Iran Dokt, or from Aryana, the whole of
Southern Asia, excluding Persia, Media, and Bactria.
Sufficient that the term Iranian means noble or venerable,
and that the country people claim that their stock is the
origin of the great Aryan civilization which triumphed
over the Semites.

Although those were the days of bloody and thoughtless
deeds, they were also days of wisdom. An ancient mon-
arch left this advice to his grandson: "My son, consider
all the days of your reign as so many leaves of a book;
take care how you write upon any page, except what you
wish to have read by posterity."

Kaus, identified with Cyaxerxes, is supposed to have
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